
Brian, Shannon, Jillian & Meredith



Hello!
we are

Brian &
Shannon

we have two daughters,
Jillian (12) and Meredith (10)

We live in 

Central Texas!

Having fun and being silly at our elementary school carnival 

We thank you so much for taking the time to get to know us and our 

family as you make one of the most courageous and loving decisions that 

you can possibly make. We are in awe of you! We hope that the next few 

pages give you a good idea of the loving, supportive, and fun home that 

we have waiting for your little one!



We met our junior year at Texas A&M University. We had different 

majors, but were both part of a student-run outing club. We met on 

a Spring Break backpacking trip to Guadalupe Mountains 

National Park.

We couldn't remember the exact day of our "first date" so we chose 

April Fools' Day.

Our wedding day! 1996

We dated for 3 years (long distance 

for 1 ½ years, with Shannon living in 

Colorado and Brian living in Texas & 

Ohio). Our long-distance telephone 

bills were outrageous! After getting 

married, we moved to North 

Carolina so that we could both 

attend graduate school at Duke 

University. We graduated (yay!) 

then moved back to Texas for work 

and so that we could be closer to 

both of our families.



We focused on our work for a while, but then 

had trouble getting pregnant. We had some 

unsuccessful treatments with a fertility 

doctor. We started exploring adoption as an 

option to grow our family. After 3 years of 

trying (and 10 years of marriage), we became 

pregnant naturally with our daughter, Jillian, 

who was born in 2006. Then Meredith was 

born in 2008. In 2010, we happily found ourselves pregnant again 

but our son, Harold, died in a miscarriage at 14 weeks. 

That loss was hard for all of us. Not only were we 

grieving the loss of our child, our girls had to process 

not being able to welcome their new sibling. After 

another early miscarriage, Shannon had to have a 

medically-necessary hysterectomy in 2013.

Although we stay busy and enjoy our small family of four, we 

have all felt for some time that our family is not yet complete.

We have more love to give! Sometimes we think 

that Jillian has always known that this should be the path 

our family takes. She been asking us to adopt since she was 5. 

Shannon’s sister has 3 children (Jillian and Meredith’s cousins) 

through adoption, so we have seen up-close how adoption has 

blessed our family! This year, we once again had this 

important family conversation, and we decided to leap with our 

hearts.

Our hearts are bursting with love to welcome a new little one!Jillian loves her sister Meredith! 



We love going on adventures and doing 

activities as a family both near us and far 

away. We look forward to sharing these 

traditions and making new adventures

with a precious new member of our family! 

Christmas caroling

Family trip to the waterpark

Blackberry picking & cobbler-makingBeachcombing with cousins

First Broadway 

Musical in NYC!



The girls wrote (& typed with 
fun fonts) this list when asked 

what things they were excited 

to share with a growing sibling.

This only took them about 

15 minutes to write, so we 

know there is so much more!



Written by Brian

Shannon loves an adventure. She spent several 

summers at a large scout camp, leading groups 

of teen-aged backpackers in the New Mexico 

wilderness. She loves taking road trips to see old 

friends or to visit new places. She even met her 

first husband on a camping trip (me!). In school 

she studied forestry, environmental science and 

government policy and has spent her professional 

life working in local government to make her 

community a better place for everyone.

When the adventure turned into a family, 

Shannon became the Mama Bear, ready to teach 

her little ones how to make their own way and 

also ready to protect them against anything 

that might cause them harm. She has been a 

working mom for the past 12 years, working 30 

hours a week. The adventure now includes more 

juggling work and school and swim team and 

gymnastics, but there are still trips to the 

mountains and hikes into the woods. She is one 

good mama. Honest, kind and diligent. She also 

really likes Harry Potter.

Working mama

Subway adventure 

with the girls and 

niece, Lorrie



Shannon’s Favorites

1. marveling at what fascinating 

people my kids are growing up 

to be 

2. crafting/creating – especially 

sewing

3. reading – especially fantasy 

stories (like Harry Potter)

4. baking with my girls

5. yoga

6. being a mom

7. laughing at Brian’s jokes and 

antics

8. being a public servant & good 

community member

9. mountains and sunsets

10. spending time with family

Baking!

“Flo“and “Mayhem” at 

a Halloween party

Enjoying some down time with Meredith



Written by Shannon

I can’t imagine navigating the world without 

Brian by my side. He helps me find the humor in 

life’s situations and is my rock when life gets 

rough. He is such an amazing father, husband, 

son, brother & neighbor. He works and plays hard 

for his family. I love him now more than ever.

He grew up spending weekends at his parents’ 

farm working cows and building fences. Our 

maternal grandparents knew each other in small-

town East Texas! (But we didn’t know that when 

we met; we met through our joint love of the 

outdoors and adventure.) He also grew up going 

to Aggie football games.

His career as an attorney at a medical device 

company gives us a good work-life balance. He can 

take off during the day to meet the girls for 

lunch at their school, and can attend all of their 

shows, performances, and parent-teacher 

conferences. I love watching him interact with 

our daughters; he is such a wonderful guide and 

role model! And he makes me laugh…that’s his job.

In front of our home

Enjoying down-

time at a 

swim meet



Brian’s Favorites
1. Brian really likes kids and raising 

them. It’s the best thing ever.
2. …being part of a team that works 

together.
3. …making BBQ and beans and salsa.
4. …normal things like kittens and 

puppies and watching football and 
eating pecan pie and snow skiing 
and fishing.

5. …learning about history.
6. …traveling to new places and 

wandering around.
7. …visiting hole-in-the-wall 

restaurants and interesting thrift 
stores.

8. …playing cards and games with 
family and friends.

9. Shannon. She is the love of his life.
10. *reprise* Brian really likes kids and 

raising them. It’s the best thing 
ever.

Volunteering for our 

neighborhood swim team



Written by her

Mom & Dad

Jillian is growing up to be such a caring and 

thoughtful young woman. She is already a 

wonderful big sister to Meredith, but she will 

thrive in the big sister role to a newborn (and 

then beyond!). She has a gift with babies and 

helps out many mothers in our neighborhood 

with her baby-whisperer skills. 

She loves her family & friends. She works hard 

in school and life. She is sensitive and 

considerate to others and the world; and we are 

grateful to be her parents. She also loves 

watching comedy sketches and honing her sense 

of humor. We think she is hilarious. We love 

watching her grow & cherish the time we have 

left with her in the house. She will do great 

things in life! We can’t wait to see it!

Reading is one of 

Jillian’s favorite 

things to do!

Jillian has always been a 

doting and helpful big sister!

She loves 

goofing off with 

Dad!



Jillian’s Favorites

Snuggling with 

our cat, Elena

Jillian’s bookshelf – she drew this for an assignment 

in her 7th grade English Language Arts class

Swimming and snow 

cones at one of our 

neighborhood pools



Written by her 

Mom & Dad

Meredith is such a strong, bright & creative 

kid. She will be a great big sister because 

we’ve seen how well she interacts with her 

younger cousins and neighbors. She is patient 

and also loves to play and teach. 

Meredith loves moving her body and staying 

flexible. She loves gymnastics but also works 

hard in school. She fights for injustice and can 

out-debate and out-argue her lawyer-father. 

She loves to learn from YouTube videos & can 

solve a Rubik’s cube, re-do doll hair, make slime, 

and perform science experiments. She loves 

Legos and is also researching ideas for baby 

toys! We love being her parents and can’t wait 

to share her with a younger sibling! 
Science experiments in our 

front yard and kitchen!

Legos!



Meredith’s Favorites

1. gymnastics 

2. pasta

3. kittens

4. toddlers

5. baking

6. graphic novels

7. crafting

8. ice cream

9. coloring

10. vacationing

Enjoying ice cream 

with Jillian!

Reading!

Snuggling with our 

cat Elena!

Our other cat, 

Ruthy!



Our family values learning, kindness, family & 

community, service, fun & adventure. This little 

one will become part of our bustling family right 

away (or at least as soon as is safe for the 

baby to venture out!). We will attend big 

sisters’ school, church and neighborhood events 

and competitions. Before we know it, baby will 

grow, and then we will also be going to this 

little one’s events! We can hardly wait!

Our family mottoes. 

We keep these magnets 

displayed on our fridge! 

The 

children’s 

jobs

We make candy for our school 

and neighbors each Christmas!

Jillian was an astronaut 

for a school wax museum



We love our community so much! We live in a 

close-knit neighborhood with good schools and 

wonderful neighbors who have become good 

friends. Our neighborhood has parks, 

playgrounds, trails, a neighborhood swim 

team, and lots of fun community events. Our 

loving church community has a monthly 

children’s choir and a Christmas pageant 

that Jillian and Meredith enjoy performing in.

Fourth of July parade

Movie in the park

Great playgrounds!

Our home

The neighborhood 

swim team 

starts at age 5!

Our neighborhood

is great for trick 

or treating!

Hiking in the 

neighborhood 

greenbelt



Shannon is the youngest of six, with a 19-year 

difference between her & her oldest brother. 

She loved growing up in a large family with 

older parents & siblings! There are so many 

cousins for our kids to play with and adult role 

models to learn from. Shannon’s sister Martha, 

who is 16 years older, acts like a grandmother 

to Jillian, Meredith & the younger cousins. She 

is looking forward to a new little one to spoil!

RJ, Jillian, Lorrie & Meredith 

on a sleepover at the National 

Museum of American History

Uncle Bob & the girls

Virginia and Maryland cousins at 

Uncle JW & Aunt Maradee’s house!

Shannon with her mom 

and siblings Bob, Marji, 

Martha & JW in 2012



Brian is the youngest of 3, with two older 

sisters, Denise & Lisa. His parents (Nannie & 

Papa) love spending time with their grandkids 

and taking care of the farm & working cattle 

ranch that they’ve owned for 50 years. Aunt 

Denise & Uncle Pat live close to us, so we get 

to see them frequently. We also visit Aunt 

Lisa and family as often as we can. Everyone is 

so excited to welcome a baby into our family! 

Brian and his family in Paris

Aunt Denise & Uncle 

Pat with Mel & Bongo Jack, Jillian and Chloe paddleboarding

All of the cousins: Jillian, Jack, 

Owen, Chloe & Meredith



Family selfie near the beach in Washington State 

Thanks again for learning about our family. Whatever decision you 

ultimately make, we support you with your choice. We want you to be fully 

at peace with the direction you take. If you choose our family, we promise 

to love this child fully and unconditionally & gently guide all of our children 

as they grow to be fulfilled adults with strong roots. Prayers to you & 

best wishes! Love, Brian & Shannon

Thank 
you!


